262                                    PEPYSIANA.
Answer.
Nov. 23,1689.
I am alive too (I thank God) and as serious (I fancy) as you can be and not less alone; and yet (I thank God too) I have not one of those melancholy misgivings within me that you seem haunted with ; for the worse the world uses me the better 1 think I am bound to use my self; nor shall any solicitousness after the felicities of the next world (which yet I bless God I am not without care for) ever stifle the satisfactions arising from a just confidence of receiving (some time or other even here) the reparations due to such unaccountable usage as I have sustained in this. Be therefore of my mind (if you can) and be cheerful; if not enjoy yourself your own way and in your devotions think of your friends whom you have so outstripped from their not being able so easily to fall out with themselves as you have done. I kiss Mrs. Hunt's hands with a 1000 respects and am her and
Your faithful humble servant S. PEPYS.
The next letter, endorsed " Peter Skinner to Mr. Pepys, wth my Answr. to him, Oct. i7th" is from some naval man, who had been befriended by Pepys, and who had been charged with some dereliction of duty:
Portsm. Septembr ye 27* 1689. May it please yor. Honr.
If Tears and Sighs and the un-feigned Sorrows of a perplexed and uneasie Mind can make any Impression upon your honrs. good Nature to pardon my offending you; If the low Submission and Prostration of a Slave cast at your Feet can move any pitty in your tender Breast, look upon mee with Eyes of Compassion and suffer a Compassionate relenting to possess your Mind; let the former Kindness you was pleas'd to express towards mee plead on my behalfe, that you would restore mee from Banishment, that you would once more admitt mee to your presence that there I may obtaine the favour of excusing, or at least of confessing and begging Pardon for the Crime of wch I stand charged before you and as an expiation thereof undergo any Punishment you shall doom mee to, except that of being forbidden to approach ye Darling of my Repose, the Center of all my Happiness and all my Earthly Felicity. And so in hopes you will look kindly upon this my low Submission.                I remaine
May it please your Honr. yr HonrB. most penitent & afflicted Servant
P. SKINNER.between business and the grave, which is very pleasant one many considerations, as most men towards their later ends grow serious so doe i in assuring that am Sir Your very humble Serv*,
